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NO. 79.   THE ENGLISH SHIP AT SANTO DOMINGO,   1527
From the Archive de Indias at Seville.
[Depositions taken at Santo Domingo, Nov. 26, etc., 1527.] In the city of Santo Domingo, Tuesday, the twenty-sixth day of the month of November in the year one thousand five hundred and twenty-seven, the Licentiates Cristobal Lebron and Alonso Zuazo, judges of his majesty's High Court of Justice and Equity, being assembled in the House of Trade, I, Diego Caballero, secretary of the said Royal Audiencia, being present, their honours stated that:
Whereas yesterday, Monday, in the afternoon, there arrived off the mouth of this river and port a large three-masted ship belonging to the king of England; and its master with ten or twelve seamen came ashore in a boat, and told them that the ship belonged to the king of England; and that this ship, together with another, cleared perhaps nine months ago from England at the command of their king, to make a certain exploration towards the north, between Labrador1 and Newfoundland, in the belief that in that region there was a strait through which to pass to Tartary; and that they had sailed as far north as fifty and some degrees where certain persons died of cold, the pilot had died, and one of the said vessels was lost; for which reasons they came to this land to take in water and subsistence and other things which they needed.
And they asked for safe-conduct to enter this port, which their honours extended to them in his majesty's name, sending with them to the ship Diego Mendez, high sheriff of this island, and Antonio Martin and Pedro Montiel, pilots, to bring the said ship into this harbour; who, since it was almost dark yesterday, could not bring her in until to-day, the date aforesaid, at ten o'clock in the morning, when the ship anchored at the mouth
1 "Labrador" probably means Greenland.